
MILLIONS OF POUNDS WORTH OF BUSINESS SUPPORT GRANTS UNCLAIMED 
Business owners in South Lakeland are being urged to check whether they could be eligible for crucial 
government grants. 
  
£28 million has yet to be distributed by South Lakeland District Council (SLDC), with nearly 2,000 eligible 
businesses in the district still to apply.  South Lakeland District Council is keen to make sure everyone gets 
their share and is encouraging all small business owners to check if they should be getting some money.  
  
Businesses registered for business rates but who don’t pay anything because they get rate relief can still be 
entitled to access these grants, particularly the Small Business Grant. 
These are grants, which do not need to be paid back. 
  
SLDC launched its application process for the government Small Business and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure 
support grants on 27 March and invited eligible businesses to complete an online form, because for most of 
our businesses we do not hold any payment details. 
  
So far, 4,300 applications have been received by SLDC and £10k and £25k grants worth £46 million have 
been validated. 
 
"If anybody thinks they know someone who could apply, please let them know. The application process is 
very straightforward and geared to ensuring we can receive applications, validate them and release the funds 
really quickly. Any businesses that have yet to apply can check online about eligibility criteria and to access 
the application form.” 
  
Businesses can find more information and an application form at:  www.southlakeland.gov.uk/Covid-
19BusinessGrants 
  
Businesses that fall under one of the following categories and believe they are eligible for the funding are 
being invited to complete the form: 
  

• Small business rate relief recipient 
• Rural rate relief recipient 
• Expanded retail discount scheme recipient 

  
Please note that completing this form does not mean a business is eligible for the grants available, but it will 
allow the council to check details against its rating list and make a determination of eligibility against the 
criteria laid out by government. 
  
Those eligible should receive the payment within seven working days from receipt of a valid application. 
  
Any businesses that apply but are not eligible will be sent an email setting out why they do not meet the criteria 
set out by government and will be signposted to other support they may be eligible for. 
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